
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
February 28, 2021 
 
First Reading: Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18 
Second Reading: Romans 8:31-34 
Gospel of Mark 9:2-10 
 

GOSPEL 
 

 Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up a high mountain apart by themselves. 
And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white,  such as no fuller on 

earth could bleach them. Then Elijah appeared to them along with Moses, and they were 
conversing with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus in reply,  “Rabbi, it is good that we are here! 

Let us make three tents:  one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
He hardly knew what to say, they were so terrified.  

Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; from the cloud came a voice,  “This is my 
beloved Son.  Listen to him.” Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone but Jesus 

alone with them. 
As they were coming down from the mountain,  

he charged them not to relate what they had seen to anyone, except when the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead. So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what rising from the dead 

meant. 
 

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 
 
• From Genesis is a story of a man trusting God even when it makes no sense to trust him.  
Abraham’s response to God is not “Why, God?” or “Why me?” but one of obedience. God spares 
his son. Abraham had great faith in God – and God had great faith in Abraham. 
 
• In the second reading, Paul reminds people who are suffering: “If God is for us, who can be 
against us?” Who can defeat those who have God on their side? God’s willingness to sacrifice his 
only Son should surely prove his interest in us. Do not let your faith waver. Have trust.  
 
• In the Gospel, the Apostles had just heard the first prediction by Jesus of his crucifixion and are 
in a state of both disbelief and defiance. Christ invites them to take a prayer walk up the 
mountain. Having fallen asleep, the apostles are physically awakened to the brilliance and beauty 
of the glorified Jesus. They are spiritually awakened to a better understanding of who this is who 
stands before them, the anointed Messiah, outwardly radiant and exalted. 

For Abraham. this was the start of a new nation commissioned to bring light to the world. Jesus 
was another new beginning, piercing the darkness so humankind could live in His brilliance. 

 

 
 
 

 

PRAYER FOR LENT 
 

Loving God, Open our eyes to see You and our ears to hear You 
during this season of conversion. 

Help us to renew our faith, draw from the “living water” of hope, 
and awaken our hearts to the love of Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen. 

  
 



DISCUSSION 
 

1. Trials, tests, temptations awaken us to the Father’s will, and often to who we are to be. In a 
crisis, there’s also a temptation to retreat, or to hold on to what seems safest as Peter wants 
to do: Stay there and build tents. Pope Francis says we are living in a time of trial – many 
trials.  He says being tested is how we grow and see things in a new way. Trials, crisis, 
awakens and reveals our hearts. 

• What was the toughest thing God ever asked of you? Abraham would have answered, 
“When God asked me to sacrifice my only son.” What would your answer be? 

 
2. St. Paul says, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  

 
• To what extent have you felt God’s providential care in the past year?  Was there ever a 
time you felt God had abandoned you?  

 
3. All three readings give us a glimpse of what it was like for Abraham, Peter, James, John and 

Paul to be awakened to the presence of the Lord. 
 
•  Spiritually, have you ever had a “mountaintop” experience? A moment when God 
become real to you in a way that you did not understand before?  Or you came to 
understand something about yourself that you did not see before?  Did you recognize it 
then? How did it change you or direct you?  
 

Pope Francis and Laudato Si’ 
 
As we continue Laudato Si’, we turn to Chapter Six, in which Pope Francis connects awareness to 
spirituality.  “Seeing” comes before understanding, and before action, much in the same way the 
Transfiguration was key to the apostles beginning to “see” the Truth of Jesus. “Many things have to 
change course, but it is we human beings above all who need to change.” [p202]  
 
• What course change do you think the pope is pointing us to see? [Laudato Si’, p202-p208] 

 
Pope Francis says to meet our challenges, “we must set out on the long path of renewal.” [p202] 

In the pope’s homily from last year, he implored us to embark on our own Transfiguration journey: 
The ascent AND the descent.    “We all need to ascend the mountain in a space of silence, to find 
ourselves and better perceive the voice of the Lord. This we do in prayer.  But we cannot stay 
there! Encounter with God in prayer inspires us anew to “descend the mountain” and return to the 
plain where we meet many brothers weighed down by fatigue, sickness, injustice, ignorance, 
poverty both material and spiritual. To these brothers in difficulty, we are called to bear the fruit of 
that experience with God, by sharing the grace we have received.” 

• Would either leg of the journey be easy for you? 

 
LAST WEEK REVIEW: What are you working on this Lent? Awakening ….  blind to seeing; deaf to 
hearing; asleep to awake, etc.? How is that going? How can your small group or others accompany you? 
 


